[transcutaneous oximetry--between theory and practice].
Transcutaneous oximetry is a procedure used to measure the pressure of oxygen in tissue and to determine oxygenation level. It is essential to determine the state of microcirculation and is used to assess the necessity and level of amputation and the effect of revascularization procedures, as a predictor of wound healing and hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBOT) effectiveness tool. The measurement is done by the application electrode measuring point and the result is measured in mm Hg. Tissue with adequate oxygen level has a value greater than 50 mm Hg. Values between 20 and 40 mm Hg are considered hypoxic, while those below 20 mm Hg indicate extreme hypoxia. In Croatia, TcPO2 is commonly used for HBOT assessment but there is the need of broader application to objectify and facilitate procedures in the care of persons with impaired microcirculation.